








NAEYC Statement
From “Early Childhood Curriculum, Assessment, 
and Program Evaluation” (2003)

Children’s Progress Alignment

“Assessment instruments are in compliance with 
professional criteria for quality.”

Children’s Progress assessments are proven to 
have construct validity. External validity of the 
assessments is ongoing. A document outlining 
the reliability of the assessment is available from 
Children’s Progress upon request.

“What is assessed is developmentally and 
educationally significant.”

The object of the Children’s Progress 
assessment is a comprehensive, developmentally 
and educationally important set of goals. These 
goals are aligned with each state’s grade-level 
standards and benchmarks for both language 
arts and mathematics.

“Assessment evidence is used to understand and 
improve learning.”

Children’s Progress assessments are designed 
to benefit teachers by providing them with in-
depth  information about their students. Our 
reports help teachers translate this knowledge 
into improved curriculum implementation and 
teaching practices. Recommended activities are 
suggested for every child as well as the whole 
class, based on student performance on the 
assessment. These recommended activities help 
drive instruction in the classroom, which in turn 
improves learning. 

Children’s Progress assessments help early 
childhood professionals understand the 
educational progress of individual children as 
well as groups of children through both 
individual and class-level reports. The reports 
are designed in narrative format to be easily 
understood by teachers, while at the same time 
contributing to their professional understanding 
of child development. 

Administrators benefit from information that 
helps program evaluation across classrooms or 
schools. There is extensive demographic data, as 
well as historical data available that allows 
administrators to evaluate performance across 
schools, grade levels and demographic groups. 
This type of reporting helps educators identify 
resource needs and support children with 
specific needs.



NAEYC Statement
From “Early Childhood Curriculum, Assessment, 
and Program Evaluation” (2003)

Children’s Progress Alignment

“Assessment evidence is gathered from realistic 
settings and situations that reflect children’s actual 
performance.”

The Children’s Progress assessment experience 
is designed to help identify children’s actual 
abilities by providing a less stressful testing 
environment and offering scaffolding unique to 
each child’s needs.  The scaffolded nature of the 
assessment closely resembles the scaffolding 
that would be given by a teacher within the 
classroom. This creates a more familiar, realistic 
setting for the child while taking the 
assessment. When combined with other 
assessment evidence gathered from classroom 
teachers, Children’ Progress assessments 
become an extremely valuable source of data.

“Assessments use multiple sources of evidence 
gathered over time.”

Children’s Progress assessments are designed 
to be delivered multiple times (3+) per school 
year, and can be delivered more frequently for 
those children who educators wish to monitor 
more closely. These assessments are a great 
complement to observational assessments and 
other performance-oriented measures already 
used by teachers.



NAEYC Statement
From “Where We Stand: On the screening and 
Assessment of Young English-Language 
Learners” (2005).

Children’s Progress Alignment

“Culturally and linguistically appropriate 
assessments.”

“...assessment of young English-language learners 
should...[include] appropriate adaptations to meet 
the needs of children whose home language is not 
English.”

Children’s Progress affirms the importance of 
assessing in a child’s home language. Our 
assessment software is currently available in 
both English and Spanish, and additional 
languages will be added when possible. Within 
our Spanish language version, all questions, 
support and prompts in the software are 
presented in Spanish. Communication to 
parents, including recommended teaching 
activities that can be completed at home, are 
available in Spanish as well as English. For 
teachers who are Spanish-speakers, or who 
wish to communicate student progress with 
Spanish-speaking family or community 
members, all reports are available in Spanish. To 
ensure that the translation of English content is 
completed appropriately and to develop the 
unique content that focuses on assessing 
knowledge of the Spanish language, Children’s 
Progress has partnered with academic 
researchers at the University of Texas, El Paso. 

“As with assessment of all young children, 
assessment of young English-language learners 
should be guided by specific, beneficial purposes...”

“Assessments of young English-language learners 
are used primarily to understand and improve 
children’s learning, to track, monitor, and support 
development in all areas, including language 
development, and to identify disabilities or other 
special needs.”

Children’s Progress assessments are designed 
to deliver insights to teachers about whether a 
curriculum program is meeting the needs of 
each individual child, and to help teachers adjust 
instruction accordingly. Because children are 
assessed in their home language, Children’s 
Progress assessments help educators separate 
learning delays from language acquisition 
challenges. The results of the assessment are 
used to determined what further supports and 
services are needed to meet the unique needs 
of each child.



Developmental Appropriateness: Technology

NAEYC Statement
From “”Technology and Young Children -- Ages 3 
through 8” (1996).

Children’s Progress Alignment

“Used appropriately, technology can enhance 
children’s cognitive and social abilities.”

“In addition to actually developing children’s 
abilities, technology provides an opportunity for 
assessment.”

Children’s Progress software contains graphics 
and sounds that are visually stimulating and grab 
children’s attention. The software “grows” with 
each child, enabling him or her to find new 
challenges as  his or her proficiency level 
develops.  Appropriate visual and verbal 
prompts give children the opportunity to 
succeed at challenges that are at each child’s 
developmental level. 

“The power of technology to influence children’s 
learning and development requires that attention 
be paid to eliminating stereotyping of any group 
and eliminating exposure to violence, especially as a 
problem-solving strategy.”

In developing Children’s Progress assessments, 
particular attention was given to representing 
the cultural and ethnic diversity present in 
typical early childhood classrooms. The 
software portrays children and adults of various 
races and differing ages and physical abilities, 
and reflects gender equity. The software 
promotes positive social values and never 
encourages children to respond with “violent” 
behaviors such as “blowing up” their creations 
or “blasting” the correct answer, which may be 
found in other computer-based academic 
activities.

“As early childhood educators become active 
participants in a technological world, they need in-
depth training and ongoing support to be 
adequately prepared to make decisions about 
technology and to support its effective use in 
learning environments for children.”

Children’s Progress is committed to the 
professional development of all educators, and 
offers in-depth training that focuses not just on 
how to use our assessment and reporting 
software, but also more broadly on formative 
assessment principles and differentiating 
instruction for all children. Ongoing support is 
available online, over the phone, and in-person 
as required by each school or district.




